
HOWELL ON ISRAEL/GAZA. 

1. Oct 16. An attack not just on Israel, but on humanity  

My Lords, after that fine prayer, I have just one question. While it is clear 

that the Hamas butchers should be hunted down for their revolting crimes 

against humanity and made to pay for them, and while we somehow have 

to get out those hostages who have not been executed in cold blood by 

Hamas in the meantime, does the Minister agree that minds should begin 

to turn, for the longer term, to revisiting the two-state process and 

combining it with the best features of the Oslo accords and the Abraham 

accords, into which great thought was put? In the future, they are the key to 

Israel’s sustainability, survivability and the stability of the whole region. 

 

2.Oct 19th    There are not two sides in the Oct 7th events 

My Lords, I must have been mistaken, but I thought this Question was 

about the explosion at the Al-Ahli Hospital. Can the Minister confirm 

that the facts that have now come out establish that this was not an 

Israeli-induced explosion at all and came from an internal rocket that 

failed, according to the current detailed arguments which been put 

forward and confirmed? Does he deplore that the Hamas version of 

this story, which was that 500 had been killed by an Israeli rocket, 

rattled around the world for quite a long time and was carried, 

regrettably, by British and American publications, including the BBC? 

Is this a matter where some move could be taken, while these are 

independent and free press organs, to encourage organisations such 

as the BBC News department to take a more cautiously impartial 

approach rather than regarding it as having two sides, between the 

butchers and the butchery, and those who suffer and have their 

throats cut and killed and those who do the killing? There are not two 

sides in this matter: it is bestiality and evil versus the public and 

international and world good. Can those sort of views be gently—

perhaps privately—put to those who just seize on the latest 

propaganda for Hamas, which is a very evil organisation? 


